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proposition and recommended it to the Powers in preference to
the plan they had been invited themselves to recommend to the
Porte by England.

This he regretted because it rendered a third re-establishment
of the European Concert even more difficult than before.
Besides which, it tended still further to encourage the Turks to
resist, and the Slav national party to increase their demands,
while it gave time for dissensions between Austria and Russia,
dangerous to the former and embarrassing to Germany, who
looked upon the maintenance of the European Concert as the
first condition of peace. He firmly believed that the Czar and
his Chancellor would continue to do their utmost to avoid an
aggressive policy, but they were no longer masters of the
situation in Russia, and they could not return from Livadia to
St. Petersburg without a moral guarantee that the demands of
the Slav subjects of the Porte would be satisfied. If that could
not be obtained they might be reluctantly compelled to appease
the national outburst in Russia by occupying some portion of
Turkish territory, but they would not do so, he felt sure, if it
could possibly be avoided.

It might then become extremely difficult for Count Andrassy
to resist the pressure of the Slav party in Austria who would
equally clamour for a material guarantee, perhaps even the
occupation of Bosnia. Public opinion in Germany would not
object, because there was more sympathy for the claims of the
Christians to a better government than for the continuance of
Turkish rule, and the partiality of England for the Turks was not
understood or shared in Germany.

H.M.G. seemed to think that the rejection of the Turkish
counter-proposition for a six months' armistice might lead to
war. He did not see it, but if he should be mistaken it would be
the interest of Germany to remain neutral and to seek to localize
the war in concert with the Powers not concerned in the conflict.
He was the first to acknowledge the vital interests of England in
Egypt, Asia and India, he could appreciate the wish of England
to prolong the Sultan's rule on the Bosphorus, but he failed to
see what interest England had to defend north of the Balkans that
could be dearer to her than peace. It was his most earnest wish
to join hands with England for the maintenance of peace, but
public opinion in Germany would not support a war policy for
the Sublime Porte who was no longer able to supply the just
demands of her Christian subjects for a civilized administration
in accordance with modern requirements*

Notwithstanding, however, past and present appearances and